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Restrictive zoning, especially in many suburbs, to largely limit housing to single-family 
homes on large lots has been challenged for several decades. It has been called racially 
discriminatory and also as limiting access to those unable to afford such homes. The state 
of Massachusetts and New Jersey have been notable since the late 1960s and 1970s for 
statewide overrides of local zoning requiring localities to allow for more affordable 
housing in residential neighborhoods. These policies have met with considerable 
opposition from many localities. More recently, the state of California has begun to 
follow suit, at least in regard to some specific localities. 

In the past few years, a movement has grown to require so-called “up zoning” to increase 
density in single-family neighborhoods. The city of Minneapolis is the best known 
example of this type of zoning reform, followed by Seattle and Toronto. New York City 
has also pursued this policy in selected neighborhoods. Advocates of more housing have 
become known for YIMBYism (Yes in my Backyard) This bibliography provides 
examples of the literature that covers this topic over the past several years. 
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