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any interns have asked, “What do I need to 
know so that I can get a job?” It’s a good 
question with a lot of answers, and unfortunately 

starts with “ It depends.” It depends on where you want to work, 
who is interviewing you, what you already know, whom you are 
up against, etc. What is certain, is that you need to know the 
difference between formative and summative assessment, 

and you need to have examples of how you use them. It is 
best to actually try out different techniques and have some 
authenticity behind your response. 

	
   	
  	
  This language is relatively new to education and many master 
teachers may not even be well versed in which type is which 
(even if they use both types of assessment well). 

   Why is this? Well, the shift from Academic Content Standards 
to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) is a major change 
from “focus on content” to “focus on the skills” addressed in each 
standard. This looks different at different grade levels and in 
different disciplines, but ultimately indicates that “covering” 
content is not enough. Instead, assessment is key. 

   You will be asked and must answer, “How do you know 
that learning took place?”. In order to answer this frequently 
asked question, educators must embed assessment and focused 

feedback into lessons. This is formative assessment. In the article 
“Technology to Support Next-Generation Classroom Formative 
Assessment for Learning,” Edys S Quellmalz suggests that 
ef fec t ive forma t ive assessments inc lude t imely, 
individualized, and diagnostic feedback and an element that 
teaches students to be self-regulating learners (2013).  pre-
assessment of skills, specific feedback during lessons, and 
focused questions in lesson closure all help to make this possible. 
Saying,”Good Job!” doesn’t necessarily help students even if 
their answer is correct. Specific feedback means that you tell 
them why they are correct or incorrect. 

   When assessments are able to inform instruction, a teacher is 
able to (and must) adapt instruction to meet students’ needs, to 
regulate lesson pace, and to keep students engaged. The 
administrators who may be your future bosses, want to see 
evidence that you use this type of assessment in your teaching. 

   The intention of this edition is to help you have a bit more 
understanding of formative assessment, to see how to add 
these types of assessments into your lesson hooks and 
closures (and find some examples), and to guide you in 
structuring measurable lesson outcomes. Carefully crafted 
learning outcomes will help you know what it is you need to 
assess as you mold and shape your students’ learning. 

M

Formative :
•consider the root word “form"
•definitions: 

•forming; shaping; fashioning; molding: a 
formative process
•pertaining to formation or development 
(the formative years)

•synonyms:
•receptive, impressionable, susceptible

•Takeaway: Assessment that can be used to 
guide you (and the students) in shaping and 
molding a student’s learning and growth is 

Summative :
•consider the root word “sum”
•definitions:

•produced by a summation
•the sense developed from “highest” to 
“total number, the whole.” 

•synonyms: collective, total, cumulative, 
comprehensive
•Takeaway: Assessment that measures whole 
learning of a unit and a group of skills, and 
assessments that look at the total product are 
summative.

FORMATIVE AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
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Catch Attention and “Reel” Them In 
Elements of a Lesson Hook

Make Pinterest 
Work for You!

Like ALL resources (especially those 
involving technology) it is easy to be 
pulled into Pinterest and make 
yourself crazy. That is not the 
suggestion here. These are some 
simple items found through Pinterest 
that are cost effective and easy to 
reproduce.

A sampl ing of  forma t ive  
assessment  s t ra teg ies
e x i t  t i c k e t

s i m p l e  p o s t  -  i t  e x i t  
a s s e s s m e n t
R a n d o m  n a m e  s e l e c t i o n

t e s t  r e v i e w  c e n t e r s

“ c a l l ”  s t i c k s  a n d  f l i p  
c h a r t s

Other  valuable  p ins

 p o s t i n g  l e a r n i n g  
o u t c o m e s

B r a i n  B r e a k  V i d e o s

Te a c h e r  Te c h n o l o g y  
C o m p e t e n c i e s  C h e c k

We know that saying “turn 
to page 17 and take out a 

pencil” is not the ideal way to 
engage students. It’s also not ideal to 
have a binder with every handout you 
used last year - in order - to copy for this 
year’s class. You will see  people do this, 
but they will likely not “catch” their 
students and impact learning to the 
highest level. A lesson hook is above all 
else a contract between you and your 
students to help them understand: 

1.What is expected of them  in 
today’s learning.

2.Why it is important.
3.How it connects to their previous 

learning.
4.How they will learn about it today. 

Important reminders in making sure 
your lesson hook uses a formative 
assessment strategy include using some 
type of anticipation guide or pre-
assessment. This may be as simple as a 
KWL chart or as personalized as a self 
ranking of skills associated with the 
learning outcomes for the lesson. 
However, if you really  want it to be an 
authentic assessment, be  ready to adapt 
what you are doing as need be based 
upon what the  assessment tells you. And 
remember, effective formative assessment 
needs to connect to the learning outcome 
or “i can” statement. 

Some Suggested 
Websites to Bookmark 
for Hook and Closing 

Ideas

Simple Hooks      Lesson Hook Do's 
and Don'ts

More Lesson Hooks    More 
Lessoon Hook Suggestions

Wrapping It All Up    Basic 
Closure Ideas

More Closings    Creative Closure
And Some More   Large Bank of 

Closure Ideas

Even More Closings   54 Lesson 
Closure Ideas

   A well planned lesson needs an 
excellent delivery; this is really evident 
in the closure. 

   Like  completing a puzzle, the process 
decides which piece will be last. Some 
like to  build the frame first, and others 
like to focus on a part of the picture  that 
“connects” to them. The human factor, the 
most variable part of instruction, means 
that no  matter how you plan, the course 
of instruction will dictate the necessary 
means of closure. 

   Appropriate lesson pace is a big 
piece here. Sometimes a lesson that was 
suppose to take one day, may take two. 
Regardless of where you are when class 
is about to end and move on, loose ends 
need to be tied. Wrapping up and 
connecting to learning targets are 
essential. You will likely untie those 
pieces to begin again tomorrow.
   If you are properly embedding 
formative  assessment into your lessons, 
the planned closure may not be the best 

f o r y o u r 
group; it needs to evolve to 
meet their needs - yes, even (especially) 
when you are being observed and 
evaluated. Do not be afraid to  adapt 
your lesson during delivery; this is what 
makes for stronger delivery. Use 
formative assessment strategies to 
take the  temperature of the room and 
gauge what level of knowledge  the 
students have. Then proceed to wrap 
the topic.    
  
   Whenever possible, reconnect to the 
hook. This is like taking the fish off and 
throwing it back again so you can catch 
it again tomorrow. Ideally, the last 
piece of the puzzle that you provide 
will help you lead into your next quest 
together. 

Lesson Closure

Do Not Be Afraid to adapt 
your lessons during delivery!

The goal is just 
like that of a fisher; 

keep them on the hook 
until you’re ready to 

take them off

http://classorganize.blogspot.ca/2013/10/exit-slip-exit-ticket-ticket-out-door.html?m=1
http://classorganize.blogspot.ca/2013/10/exit-slip-exit-ticket-ticket-out-door.html?m=1
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/147141112798342263/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/147141112798342263/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/147141112798342263/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/147141112798342263/
http://www.superteachertools.com/instantclassroom/random-name-generator.php
http://www.superteachertools.com/instantclassroom/random-name-generator.php
http://www.obertopia.com/2012/02/test-review.html
http://www.obertopia.com/2012/02/test-review.html
http://theelementarymathmaniac.blogspot.com/2013/07/using-formative-assessment-in-math_24.html?showComment=1374703772481#c4285816729293987199
http://theelementarymathmaniac.blogspot.com/2013/07/using-formative-assessment-in-math_24.html?showComment=1374703772481#c4285816729293987199
http://theelementarymathmaniac.blogspot.com/2013/07/using-formative-assessment-in-math_24.html?showComment=1374703772481#c4285816729293987199
http://theelementarymathmaniac.blogspot.com/2013/07/using-formative-assessment-in-math_24.html?showComment=1374703772481#c4285816729293987199
http://myowntwistonthings.blogspot.com/2012/08/daily-objective-dry-erase-boardsnot.html?showComment=1345816131002
http://myowntwistonthings.blogspot.com/2012/08/daily-objective-dry-erase-boardsnot.html?showComment=1345816131002
http://myowntwistonthings.blogspot.com/2012/08/daily-objective-dry-erase-boardsnot.html?showComment=1345816131002
http://myowntwistonthings.blogspot.com/2012/08/daily-objective-dry-erase-boardsnot.html?showComment=1345816131002
http://teachtrainlove.com/20-brain-break-clips-fight-the-fidgeting/
http://teachtrainlove.com/20-brain-break-clips-fight-the-fidgeting/
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2014/01/10-social-media-skills-for-21st-century.html
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2014/01/10-social-media-skills-for-21st-century.html
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2014/01/10-social-media-skills-for-21st-century.html
http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2014/01/10-social-media-skills-for-21st-century.html
http://www.studygs.net/texred3.htm
http://www.studygs.net/texred3.htm
http://4lessonplans.wikispaces.com/Hook+%26+Closure
http://4lessonplans.wikispaces.com/Hook+%26+Closure
http://4lessonplans.wikispaces.com/Hook+%26+Closure
http://4lessonplans.wikispaces.com/Hook+%26+Closure
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CDcQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Flms.marshall.k12tn.net%2Fevaluation%2520stuff%2FLesson%2520Hooks.doc&ei=9AfgUrLXC8L4yQHq1YGYCA&usg=AFQjCNH0wEsxIyYcQoELOtXxF54JjUAc_w&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CDcQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Flms.marshall.k12tn.net%2Fevaluation%2520stuff%2FLesson%2520Hooks.doc&ei=9AfgUrLXC8L4yQHq1YGYCA&usg=AFQjCNH0wEsxIyYcQoELOtXxF54JjUAc_w&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CDcQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Flms.marshall.k12tn.net%2Fevaluation%2520stuff%2FLesson%2520Hooks.doc&ei=9AfgUrLXC8L4yQHq1YGYCA&usg=AFQjCNH0wEsxIyYcQoELOtXxF54JjUAc_w&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0CDcQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Flms.marshall.k12tn.net%2Fevaluation%2520stuff%2FLesson%2520Hooks.doc&ei=9AfgUrLXC8L4yQHq1YGYCA&usg=AFQjCNH0wEsxIyYcQoELOtXxF54JjUAc_w&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://teaching.colostate.edu/tips/tip.cfm?tipid=148
http://theteachingfactor.wordpress.com/2012/03/18/beyond-the-exit-slip-closure-activities-for-classroom-instruction/
http://theteachingfactor.wordpress.com/2012/03/18/beyond-the-exit-slip-closure-activities-for-classroom-instruction/
http://k12edresources.com/?p=229
http://k12edresources.com/?p=229
http://k12edresources.com/?p=229
http://k12edresources.com/?p=229
http://washingtonmathcoaches.pbworks.com/w/page/30859690/Lesson%20Closure%20-%2054%20Ways%20to%20Leave%20a%20Lesson
http://washingtonmathcoaches.pbworks.com/w/page/30859690/Lesson%20Closure%20-%2054%20Ways%20to%20Leave%20a%20Lesson
http://washingtonmathcoaches.pbworks.com/w/page/30859690/Lesson%20Closure%20-%2054%20Ways%20to%20Leave%20a%20Lesson
http://washingtonmathcoaches.pbworks.com/w/page/30859690/Lesson%20Closure%20-%2054%20Ways%20to%20Leave%20a%20Lesson
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   Unpacking standards and 
developing spec i f i c learn ing 
outcomes and “I can” statements 
can be extremely overwhelming. 
Here is a brief look at working with 
Bloom’s Taxonomy and the  Bloom’s 
Wheel to unpack one  English 
Language Arts Standard for grade 3. 

1. Start with the standard: CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.3.4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, distinguishing literal 
from nonliteral language.

2. Find the verbs – determine and 
distinguish

3. Find a copy of Bloom’s Wheel 
(click here): The inner ring shows the 
verbs that make up the levels of 
Bloom’s Taxonomy. 
•Using the  second ring of Bloom’s 
Wheel, the Activities list, find verbs 
that best connect with the verbs from 
the standard.  This can be as simple 
as moving the standard into Word 
and right clicking to see a list of 
synonyms. Determine is most like 
decide found in the Evaluate sector of 
the wheel. Distinguish is  like decide 
and like classify, adding Analyze from 
Bloom’s wheel as well.  
•This then helps point you to 

the outside ring of the  wheel, 
Products  which provides suggestions 
for pieces you can use for assessment 
of the learning outcome. A suggested 
product for Analyze is a chart, and a 
suggested product for Evaluate is a 
group discussion. Perhaps students 
could create a chart showing 
different meanings of words and then 
form groups to discuss questions 
about the usage of those words in 
their text. 
•Another usage for the Bloom’s Wheel 
and understanding the value of verbs 
is to create scaffolding for various 
learners. The wheel helps you figure 
out what skill level this standard is 
pointing toward, and what you need 
to do in order to scaffold learning. 
Analyze is level 4 and Evaluate is 
level 5. There are likely verbs from 
level 1 – 3 that students need to 
perform in order to achieve the 
desired learning outcomes that meet 
this standard. Arguably, they need to 
first observe and identify these  words 
and phrases (level 1 and 2). Next, 
they need to possibly list or record 
the words (level 3). It isn’t until after 
they are  able to complete these tasks, 
that they are able to  work on 
meet ing the des ired learning 
outcomes for this standard. 

   Just like all other skills, working 
through this process to develop 
learning outcomes tied to standards 
and then developing formative 
assessment strategies will take time 
and practice. Similar to your students, 
the more specific, focused feedback 
you receive, the better you will be 
able to  grow in this process and 
master this skill. 

Info session for Fall 
2014 Practicum and 
Student Teaching:
2/3 - 6:00 - 7:00

Deadline to apply for 
Fall 2014 Practicum 
and Student Teaching: 
2/15
Apply Today!

Deadline for Prereqs 
for Fall Practicum and 
Student Teaching: 5/1

EdTPA due: 4/4

Visit calendar for 
timeline

University closed: 
President’s Day 2/17

B l o o m ’s  Ta x o n o m y  
W e b s i t e s
•Bloom’s simple 
breakdown new and old 
Bloom's 

•Applying Bloom’s in 
detail Bloom's Taxonomy 
revised

•Bloom’s Wheel Bloom's 
in practice

•Bloom’s Wheel 
Version 2.0 There's an 
App for that Wheel

IMPORTANT DATES

Knowledge- Remember

Understand - Describe, Explain

Apply

Analyze

Evaluate

Create

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 
Revised

The Almighty Verb 
and Using Bloom’s Taxonomy to Write Lesson Plans

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/4/
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://www.csuohio.edu/cehs/students/ofs.html
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://ww2.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&sqi=2&ved=0CD8QFjAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utar.edu.my%2Ffegt%2Ffile%2FRevised_Blooms_Info.pdf&ei=xRbgUtcOqbDJAbC9gNAK&usg=AFQjCNG8K4WwmDS_fiYkLH0UabQ9R0tZaQ&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&sqi=2&ved=0CD8QFjAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utar.edu.my%2Ffegt%2Ffile%2FRevised_Blooms_Info.pdf&ei=xRbgUtcOqbDJAbC9gNAK&usg=AFQjCNG8K4WwmDS_fiYkLH0UabQ9R0tZaQ&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&sqi=2&ved=0CD8QFjAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utar.edu.my%2Ffegt%2Ffile%2FRevised_Blooms_Info.pdf&ei=xRbgUtcOqbDJAbC9gNAK&usg=AFQjCNG8K4WwmDS_fiYkLH0UabQ9R0tZaQ&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&sqi=2&ved=0CD8QFjAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.utar.edu.my%2Ffegt%2Ffile%2FRevised_Blooms_Info.pdf&ei=xRbgUtcOqbDJAbC9gNAK&usg=AFQjCNG8K4WwmDS_fiYkLH0UabQ9R0tZaQ&bvm=bv.59568121,d.aWc
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://zaidlearn.blogspot.com/2009/07/use-blooms-taxonomy-wheel-for-writing.html
http://learn2teachtech.blogspot.com/2013/05/pedagogy-wheel-new-twist-on-blooms.html
http://learn2teachtech.blogspot.com/2013/05/pedagogy-wheel-new-twist-on-blooms.html
http://learn2teachtech.blogspot.com/2013/05/pedagogy-wheel-new-twist-on-blooms.html
http://learn2teachtech.blogspot.com/2013/05/pedagogy-wheel-new-twist-on-blooms.html

