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Aligning Resources to Expand 
Broadband

• Focus on bridge the digital divide using 
open access and rural energy 
cooperatives

• Aligning stakeholder resources to more 
effectively expand broadband and its 
benefits in rural Michigan regions

Innovation Fellow:

Mitchell Shapiro, Private Consultant



Labor and Community Equitable 
Development Agenda

• Infuse more Community Benefits into 
Detroit Development practice

• Collaborate to support the Access for 
All program, powered by United Way 
and the Mayor's office to increase 
workforce opportunities for locals

Innovation Fellow:

Sam Butler, Doing Development 
Differently in Detroit (D4)



Community Capital Investing: 
Mapping the Ecosystem

• Map the current ecosystem of people, 
organizations, and resources in the 
current Community Capital 
Investing marketplace

• Draft a program concept for leaders to 
develop a community investment 
market in their community

Innovation Fellow:

Angela Barbash, Revalue



OR VISIT
REIcenter.org/

local-investment



Fight Hunger and Reduce Waste by Addressing Strategic 
and Operational Challenges in Food Accessibility

Co-Learning Plan Author:

Dr. Monireh Mahmoudi, MSU

Analytical framework for food 
banks to improve cost-saving 
and accessibility of excess food



Paying for Infrastructure

Co-Learning Plan Author:

Dr. Janice Beecher, MSU

Explore policies, practices, and 
alternative models to address 
infrastructure challenges



• Planning for new investment, identify 
assets & opportunities, and focusing 
resources

• Statewide, certifies communities 
engaging stakeholders and planning for 
the future

• No-cost, comprehensive assessment
• RRC team evaluations via interviews, 

observation, and data analysis
• RRC certifications signal to business 

owners, developers, & investors
• Designed to attract business investment 

and talent
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Comprehensive 
Economic Recovery 
Initiative (CERI)

• Community Capital 
Investing

• Circular Economies

• 21st Century 
Communications

• Resiliency Planning



Community Capital

• Make Community Capital Investing more 
accessible and the norm in Michigan

• Expand the capacity of community 
financial institutions and individuals to 
invest in local business



Circular Economies

• Identify and promote new markets in 
sustainable products and services

• Develop local supply chains



21st Century Communication 
Infrastructure

• Bridge the digital divide

• Increase digital literacy



Resiliency Planning

• Enhance existing regional 
planning capacity – CEDS+

• Engage Economic Development 
Districts, the public and private 
sector, and community leaders



The Innovate Michigan! 
Summit features 

presentations on new 
economic development tools, 

models, programs, and 
policies from around the 

state.

Stay up-to-date on our 
virtual summit on our social 

media:

@MSU_REI
@MSU_CCED





Thank You!

Stay Connected

REIcenter.org

rei@msu.edu

@MSU_REI

@MSU_CCED


