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AGENDA

Looking back:

•Brownfield redevelopment

Pivoting for COVID-19: 

•Food service to food production

Looking ahead: 

•Economic and racial equity



Ecosystem Assessment

Workforce

Site Inventory

Case studies

Deep dive

Tools

Complement. Co-Create. Catalyze.

Stakeholders      

Promote green 
economic development 
in the Chicago region 
through strategic 
community driven 
services that expand 
forward looking eco-
friendly businesses and 
develop a highly skilled 
workforce talent pool 
that is prepared for 
these opportunities



LOOKING BACK:

BROWNFIELD 
REDEVELOPMENT TOOL



BROWNFIELD 

REDEVELOPMENT



Brownfield Mapping Tool Demonstration



COVID 19 PIVOT: 

FROM FOOD SERVICE TO 
PRODUCTION



FOOD 

PRODUCTION & 

DISTRIBUTION



From service to production
• Baking

• Health care

• Prepared 

meals

• Grocery 



From service to production



From service to production

And DISTRIBUTION



NEW Opportunities?



LOOKING AHEAD:

RACIAL AND ECONOMIC 
EQUITY



SolarSOLAR   



• Increased opportunity for 
installation…

• But what about the supply
chain?

• Less than 30 Solar Panel 

Manufacturing & Assembling 

Factories in the U.S.

• None in Illinois









Contact Janet Smith at janets@uic.edu 


