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Peer Review
• Conroy, Tessa, Steven Deller, and Philip Watson. (Forthcoming). 

"Regional income inequality: a link to women-owned businesses." Small 

Business Economics.

• Conroy, T. and Weiler, S. (2019). Local and Social: Entrepreneurs, 

Information Network Effects, and Economic Growth. Annals of Regional 

Science, 62(3), 681-713.

• Conroy, T., Deller, S. and Kures, M. (2019) ``Entrepreneurship in Rural 

Employment" in Rural Employment and Policies. World Scientific 

Publisher. https://doi.org/10.1142/9781786347091_0006

• Deller, Steven, and Tessa Conroy. (Forthcoming). "Regional Level Social 

Capital and Business Survival Rates." Review of Regional Studies.

• Deller, S., Kures, M., and Conroy, T. (2019). Rural Entrepreneurship and 

Migration. Journal of Rural Studies, 66, 30-42. doi: 

10.1016/j.jrurstud.2019.01.026

• Runge, K.K., & Spartz, J.T. (Under Review) Your money or your (wild) 

life? Media use and support for environmental regulation in the context of 

the economy. Revise and resubmit completed March 2020.

• Tsvetkova, Alexandra, Jean-Claude Thill, and Tessa Conroy. 

(Forthcoming). "Surviving in a high-tech manufacturing industry: The role 

of innovative environment and proximity to metropolitan industrial 

portfolio.” International Entrepreneurship and Management Journal.

• Xuanan, Pan, Tessa Conroy, Tsvetkova, Alexandra, and Matt Kures.  

(Forthcoming). “Incentives and Firm Migration:  An Interstate Comparison 

Approach.” Economic Development Quarterly.
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• Runge, K.K., Deller, S., Conroy, T. & Kures, M. (2020). 
Econ Quiz weekly column in the Wisconsin State 
Journal.

• Bechen, Brooke. “Food processing, entrepreneurship 
opportunities predicted in 2020.” The Country Today. 
February 3, 2020.

• Dahdah, Jeff. “Ag Experts: optimistic 2020 outlook for 
farmers after rough 2019.” Spectrum News 1. January 
30, 2020. 

• How Do Newcomers to Wisconsin Influence New 
Business Startups? – Updated and adapted WIndicator 
published by WisContext: 
https://www.wiscontext.org/how-do-newcomers-
wisconsin-influence-new-business-startups

• Where in Wisconsin is Income Inequality Most 
Pronounced? – Updated and adapted WIndicator 
published by WisContext: 
https://www.wiscontext.org/where-wisconsin-income-
inequality-most-
pronounced?fbclid=IwAR0aqgEoA_UHoKIHFzlSTJvdR
CCpE5h1u6kbR5I4qNZBOGmNrZKDtrEWZV0

• What National Employment Trends Show About 
Foxconn Job Prospects In Wisconsin – Updated and 
adapted WIndicator published by WisContext: 
https://www.wiscontext.org/what-national-employment-
trends-show-about-foxconn-job-prospects-wisconsin

https://www.wiscontext.org/how-do-newcomers-wisconsin-influence-new-business-startups
https://www.wiscontext.org/where-wisconsin-income-inequality-most-pronounced?fbclid=IwAR0aqgEoA_UHoKIHFzlSTJvdRCCpE5h1u6kbR5I4qNZBOGmNrZKDtrEWZV0
https://www.wiscontext.org/what-national-employment-trends-show-about-foxconn-job-prospects-wisconsin


Partners
Adams County ▪ Amery School District ▪ Arts Wisconsin ▪ Ashland Area Development 

Corporation ▪ Bay Lake Regional Planning Commission ▪ Bayfield County Economic 

Development Corporation ▪ Bayfield County ▪ Bellville Chamber of Commerce ▪ Carlin/ProGreen

▪ Cassville Economic Development Corporation ▪ City of Amery ▪ City of Durand ▪ Columbia 

County Economic Development Corporation ▪ Compeer Groundbreakers Advisory Board ▪

Competitive Wisconsin Inc. ▪ Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce ▪ Fond du Lac County ▪

Forward North  Fox Valley Economic Development Professionals ▪ Green County Economic 

Development Corporation ▪ Grow North Economic Development Organization ▪ Lac du 

Flambeau Tribe of the Lake Superior Chippewa Nation ▪ Madison Region Economic Partnership

▪ Northwest Regional Planning Commission ▪ Outagamie County ▪ Ozaukee County ▪ Pepin 

County ▪ Prosperity Southwest ▪ Red Cliff Band of the Lake Superior Chippewa Nation ▪

Southwest Regional Economic Development Commission ▪ The Forest County Potawatomi ▪

Town of Cottage Grove ▪ Unity College (Maine) ▪ University of Minnesota Extension ▪ Village of 

Belleville ▪ Village of Cassville ▪ Village of Cottage Grove ▪ Village of Ellsworth ▪ Village of 

Mineral Point ▪ Village of Mount Horeb ▪ Village of Waunakee  Visions Northwest ▪ Washington 

County ▪ Waukesha County ▪ Wisconsin Counties Association ▪ Wisconsin Economic 

Development Association ▪ Wisconsin IMPLAN Working Group ▪ Wisconsin Rural Partners ▪

Wisconsin State Journal ▪ Wood County

Red denotes new partners
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Research-Supported Work Groups

Entrepreneurs of Color 
Support Team

Housing Work Group

Workforce Development 
Work Group

Entrepreneurs of Color

Support Team
(5 of 7 members)
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Research-Supported Outreach Teams

Community Vitality & Placemaking Team

Wisconsin Design Team

Wood County REDI Initiative with Purdue 

Center for Regional Development

Community Reinvestment Act (CRA) 

Survey with Wisconsin Economic 

Development Association
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Mineral Point community design charrette received support from the EDA UC 

team in the form of trade area analyses, economic analyses and survey work



Research Forums, Meetings & 
Conferences

Chequamegon Bay on Lake Superior, Bayfield County WI



Year Four Tour 
March – June 2020

Southern Regional Science Association 
Annual Conference, Savannah GA

Regional Science International 
Association World Congress, Marrakech, 
Morocco

Pacific Northwest Regional Economic 
Conference, Walla Walla WA

Homegrown: Entrepreneurship in Your 
Community, Missouri

Chequamegon Bay Forum

Northwoods Forum

Educator In service

Homegrown Outagamie County

Homegrown Fond du Lac County

Affordable Housing 

Symposium

WOW Forum

Annual WI Lenders 

Conference

Adams County 

Forum

Fresh Growers 

Seminar

Seven Rivers 

Alliance

Arkansaw, Durand 

& Pepin Forums
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Year Four Tour
March – June 2020  

September 2020

Southern Regional Science Association 
Annual Conference, Savannah GA

Regional Science International 
Association World Congress, Marrakech, 
Morocco

Pacific Northwest Regional Economic 
Conference, Walla Walla WA

Homegrown: Entrepreneurship in Your 
Community, Missouri

Chequamegon Bay Forum

Northwoods Forum

Educator In service

Homegrown Outagamie County

Homegrown Fond du Lac County

Affordable Housing 

Symposium

WOW Forum

Annual WI Lenders 

Conference

Adams County 

Forum

Fresh Growers 

Seminar

Seven Rivers 

Alliance

Arkansaw, Durand 

& Pepin Forums
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COVID 19 Quick Response

Late Summer in the Driftless Region, Southwestern Wisconsin



(Online) Wisconsin!
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COVID Quick Response:
Weekly Lunch-n-Learn Webinars

https://tinyurl.com/WI-EDAUC-LnL
https://tinyurl.com/WI-EDAUC-LnL




COVID 19 Ongoing Response
Lake Michigan Shoreline in Milwaukee, Wisconsin



Scaling the EDA UC Team

Brandon Hofstedt, PhD
Program Manager
Community Economic Development

Professor Gail Huycke
Broadband Specialist
Community Development Institute

Rachel Ramthun
Associate Community Development Specialist
Community Development Institute

County Educators
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GrowthWheel
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• Build business development capacity 
• Agriculture 

• Food Systems

• Community Development

• Add value with industry-specific expertise and culturally 
responsive tailoring

• Food entrepreneurs

• Entrepreneurs of Color

• ”Entrepreneur capture” and resource alignment
• Engage entrepreneurs in structured conversations that advance goals

• Bring them into the pipeline of a statewide network of resources
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Goals:

1. Our participants better understand 
(the breadth and diversity of) their 
local entrepreneurial network.

2. Our participants see themselves 
as part of that network.

3. Our participants identify strategies 
to engage in the network more 
intentionally and help their 
community become more 
entrepreneurial.



Increased Data Collection
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• COVID-19 Impact on 
Households I, August 2020

• Biennial Wisconsin 
Economy Survey, October 
2020

• COVID-19 Impact on 
Households II, August 2021

• Survey of Financial 
Institutions (with WEDA), 
Summer 2020

• COVID-19 Impact on 
Municipalities, EDOs, Fall 
2020

• Community Panel Pilot, 
January 2021



Year in Summary

Lake Mendota Shoreline at the UW Madison Campus



Pre-Determined Goals

❖ Bring place-specific data to stakeholders

❖ Build relationships between EDA UC and RPCs, local 
economic development corporations, economic 
development professionals

❖ Increase access to resources of the University

❖ Provide data necessary to build research-based solutions 
to local challenges and opportunities
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Unexpected Outcomes

❖ Higher profile and amplified research agenda after merger

❖ Significantly greater number of new partners than 
expected

❖ COVID-19 increased demand for data and research in the 
immediate-term and over the long term

❖ COVID-19 increased need for outreach, business 
counseling, network development, and support for 
entrepreneurs

❖ Significantly expanded team and programmatic offerings 
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Questions?

University of Wisconsin Extension EDA University Center



EDA University Center

Kristin Runge, Ph.D.
Principal Investigator

Community Development Specialist

kristin.runge@wisc.edu

Twitter: @RungeKristin

Tessa Conroy, Ph.D.
Lead Economist

Assistant Professor & Community 

Development Specialist

tessa.conroy@wisc.edu

Steven Deller, Ph.D.
Chairperson, Advisory Board

Professor of Agricultural Economics & 

Community Development Specialist

scdeller@wisc.edu

Matt Kures, M.S.
Geographer

Community Development Specialist

matt.kures@wisc.edu
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