
Installing OpenVPN for Apple OSX.
To use CSU’s Virtual Private Network (VPN) you will need to download and configure OpenVPN
software.  Replace the CSUID number 1001362 in the instructions with your seven-digit CSUID

number.

1. Connect to 
https://openvpn.csuohio.edu with the 
web browser of your choice

2. Enter your CSUID number and 
password, then click on the Sign In 
button.  

 

https://openvpn.csuohio.edu/


3. After you login you will see the 
download screen.

Download the appropriate version of 
OpenVPN for your computer AND 
download your connection profile which 
will be the bottom link on the screen 
labeled  "Yourself (User-locked profile)"

4. Save the OpenVPN install file.  You 
computer may ask your permission before 
allowing the download.

5. Save your OpenVPN profile file.  The link will 
be at the bottom of the web page.  Then click on 
“Logout”

6. Double-click on the “dmg” install 
file you just downloaded.

By default files are placed in your 
“Downloads” folder.



7. OSX will let you know it is 
opening the disk image file.

8. Double-click on the installer file.

9. OpenVPN install begins, click on 
“Continue.”

10. Accept the license agreement and 
click on “Continue.”



11. Click on “Agree.”

12. Click on  “Install.”

13. Your computer will likely request 
confirmation before allowing the 
install to proceed.  Enter the 
password associated with the local 
account you use to install software on
your computer and then click “Install 
Software.”

14.  There now should be an 
OpenVPN icon in your system tray at
the bottom-right of your screen.

Single-click on the tray icon to 
launch OpenVPN or you may double-
click on the OpenVPN icon on your 
desktop.



15.  Click on “Move to Trash” to 
allow the install session to clean up 
after itself and remove the installer 
files you no longer need.

16. Going back to your Downloads 
folder double click on the client.ovpn
file you downloaded earlier.

17.  You will be asked if you wish to 
import the profile.  Click on “OK”

18. Select the checkboxes if you 
desire, then click on “Add.”



19. Click on the switch next to your 
client profile to initiate a connection

20.  Enter your CSU password, then 
click on “OK.”

21.  Once your password is accepted 
and the connection is established you 
will see a display that includes 
connection statistics.  You may 
minimize this display.



22. The Open VPN icon at the top of 
your screen will be solid when 
connected.

Be sure to disconnect the OpenVPN 
when you no longer need it.  

You may single click on the 
OpenVPN icon at the top of your 
screen and then select “Disconnect.” 

Alternately you may click on the 
“switch” in the OpenVPN application
to turn the connection off.  In this 
case you will be asked to confirm that
you want to shutdown the VPN 
connection.

The Open VPN icon at the top of the 
screen will be an outline when 
disconnected.

 


